UP CLOSE

Mad Science makes good sense

By ROBIN RECEWTTH
Lé hat's grem is when sou're
working with children
amd you can  almosi
I pee (hae light bully go off over
thielr when they get something”

Shari Hiesenfeld s talking
inlws andd in particalsr about
Mad . What is Mad Sclence?

Wi temeh children (o love W0 Jearn
science, says Mad Scienee Gropter
Houston area fmnchise owner o
president Riesenfekl, “becase science
is something that tenchers wd kids
are o little bit afradd of”

Twehve yours ago, Hesadeld bocaume
i wirghe micm and sought W fmd o busi-
ness that suifed bt enthishieans, her
retall saled eiperience, and her needd
tior bt Theibilie fior heer o childoen, e

oo 3 mod 5 1 wenit 1o a fronchise bro-
ki she explained. “"When [ soe. Mad
Sobenee, | ionew | oonild sell it Riwsendieh)
becinme Maod Selence's seventh (rnnciise

Now she his o behind-thesomes sap-
oot st of' 10 s 6 M Selontists.

According to o recent Time mags-
ghne artiele, by the time children
start studying science, thelr natural
euriosity o8 potentinl scientisis has
most Tikely been squashed. Inosddi-
g, although & students” math and
sclence scores are pol phommetiig,
other countries’ scores are soaring
“Perhaps more bmportant than Uhe
struggle of LS, students to Keep pace
with thelr international peers” the
article stated, i thelr fuilire b keep

SHARI PENNER RIESENFELD

iy i et beusiasnn for thie sulyject.”

This s exacthy the phenomenon that
Mad Sclence tackles dally. *Our goal ks
i instill bn each child & bevee of sclence
by shiwing them that there 8 scienen
bn verything around themn,” Rissenfiil
sabd. “Everything they look at, every-
Ehvingr they enctunter on i dally basi="
rielbects some Rspect of scieEnoe.

There are (A4 Ml Schenee fron-
chises worldwide, operaiing b 23 coun-
trivs. Risenfilds has been the lugest
gmssing fmnchise in the NS for the
past three veirs, *We are an approved
wendor for every school district in the
Greater Houston area”  Riesenfeld
explilined. Mad Science also works
with private schools - whether saoular
o rieliglous — haomie sehiool po-ops, Bey
and Girl Seouts, and summes camp pro-
prams. “We also do lange-scale moents,
sed) 2% the Chilkdren's Pestivel and the
International Festival™ she added. In
ackfition, her franchise has worked with
Space Center Houston, writing aind
prodducing B stemmer . progran - called
Viuckmpmlooen." "We did 482 shows"
shet sald The epmpany also puis ob
shows al birthday parties — more than
[0 Lt iniur, poimciungg WO ks

The Mad Scienee Group 18 &
member of the Notionnd Selence
Teachirs Associution, the Anerican
Associotion for the Advancement of
Selence and the Nathonal Association
for the Edvcation of Young Children

According o Rlesenfield, Muod
Seience s in abhouwt 300 Houston-
area schools at the moment. “We oo
uprwnrds of 5,000 kKids every week inan
fier-school capacity” she explained.

Gererally, Mad Science programs
nre xtrmcurmicular, although they. also
can b brought imto a sehool during ihe
iy, “We irvobve teachers whem we come
im dhuring e school dry” Riesendeld
maid. "W ggive the tencher support mate-
rals” The pre-packet says what the
Mo Sclentlst is going to cover, iniro-
doces towchiers (o the vocalmibory, and
“gives them some things to do before
we pet thore,” she sald A post-packet
lets teachers know how they can tle
the topie covered into other disciplines,
sach s langhunge gris, social studies, or
history, and also includes o reading st

At this tme, Riesenfeld doos not
howe o ncility where Mad Sclence can
be held s on iy wish lsC o o
day have four Mad Schence liborntio-
ries,” she commented, “But i you cin
gt 12 kids together and o loestion,
we Il oo and do progroms for yoo”

There are more thiet 100 -
jes covered in Mod Science works
shopes/classes. For example, "Kitehen
Chemistry®™ introduces students to
“the wirtual laboralory we call o
kftchen, inanovel and practical appli-
cathon af science” “Current’ Evenis"
*takes a tour on the slectron frecway.

Conduetors,
insulnbors, {(ran-
sistors, and
other elemonis
in the work of
cireuit electric
ity introduce
ithemselves 1o
students vin a
thigle 1a their
fingirtips and a
twinkle in thede
eyes” “li's Cool
i Be Tobaoeo-
Free!™ graphi-
cally nhitrwrs
it efficis of
tolkivn . wse an

Five-week  miml
10-wenk  pro-
groims Wckle tophes covered in thee
Texas Assessment of Knowledge nnd
Sldlls test that now oovers sokenee in
ihe K Mol Sctence b been
proven (o help students” TAKS sciener
srores,” Hiesenleld sald. Feey for such
programs are paid by either the schools
of Parent/Tescher Drpanizations,

Her main comoem - that goes well
beyored sirmply muintaining o bosiness
- s sustwinabslity i the afierschool
prena, particulsdy bn eer clty schools,
“We can't go omt for funding, becanse
we'ne nol o nooprofil” she explnined.
"We do rediee our prives B kower-
income schools, wiich helps” The fran-
chise relies on parents’ and educators’
el i fise Uhie kind of hands-on se-
ence experience Ml Sclence provides.
Currenthy, mosa of these progrms aoe
funded by grants such a5 219 Century,
CASE, or the Momors ASAP hut ihese
funels are limited and decreasing. Like
badbet, pinmo kessong, or Soeoer, paremis
can hlso sign thelr ldds up for & Mad
Sclenoe ifter-schiod progrumn &l other
schoots, such as Paror, kcated in the
Meyerlnnd ares. Advording to s sty
Madd Scienere conductod, “kids exposed
ko Ml Setence do interpaliee scieniific
concepls beifer than kids who wene
il P ffidid mandsd

Mad Science worles with preschood-
ers, with slementary school children
il to mbout sixth grode, with sum-
mer schools, with lbraries and with
peiremit edcation poggams The fran-
chise nlso customises o particular
noeeds, For example, the company has
prepantd Mad Séionce with o Jewish
teme for the Jewish Commuanity
Center, for Beth Yeshurun Synagogues
Malev School, and for preschoolers
il Teinple Enmnu Els Becker Eardy
Chillithood Center, worles weskly with
M. Amderson Cancer Cenler lids; and
has worked with special nesds kidy
with MS, cerebral pulsy, or wutisn *We
don't adjust the aciimce,” Riesernfibh
said, “han adjost the means of teaching
I As bt as we know oot aosdienoe,
we i feich thiem.”

Mad Sclentbsts mmd el mides cone
from all backgronnds and all walles of
life. “Being 8 Ml Sclentkst aide is &
great opportunity for high school siu-
dients,” Hiesenfeld explained. "it's par
teulady helpfol for thoss who want 1o
0 it theutrics, seence or tnsching.”
Predominomily  college-aped  kids ane
hirsd g8 Mad Scientists, bt “we -also
et retireel schwonl teachers,” Rissendicld
explainedl “A 1ot of teachers become
Mail Scientists during our sumamer
schoals and  mimnmer comps: Youl've
Just got to love sclenes, be good with
kids, amd male science fascinating.
The bosttonn lime ks jost podeing it fan®

For information, call 710063702,
of go fo wwwmisdscimesofhouston,
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