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Mad Science Camp Authorization Form 
There is an element of risk inherent in participating in the scientific process and handling scientific materials 
and equipment. We at Mad Science of Central Virginia take every precaution to ensure the safety of our 
campers and staff. It is important for campers and their parents to understand that if used improperly, and/or 
without instructor supervision, certain equipment and materials can be dangerous and could result in severe 
injury or death. 
 
You will find a copy of the Mad Science Programming Authorization Form at the end of this document. Our 
Authorization Form is also available on our web site. Please print it, fill it out and send it with your child on 
the first day of camp. Your child will not be allowed to participate in a Mad Science camp without a 
completed Authorization Form on file with Mad Science. Should your child be enrolled in more than one Mad 
Science camp, you will need to complete an Authorization Form for each camp. Please do not send these 
forms to the Mad Science office unless directed to do so by our staff. 
 

How is a Mad Science Camp Structured? 
Mad Science camps offer a daily combination of in-class discovery and exploration, outdoor games and 
physical activities and hands-on applications of the scientific principles presented. Your child will be able 
touch, see, hear, smell and taste what science is really all about. We use an inquiry-based technique that 
allows even the youngest camper to enjoy our learning environment. Campers create a variety of take-home 
projects and participate in snack-tivities while exploring how science affects the world around us.  
 
In each camp we employ a variety of instruction methods: large group discussion, small group activities and 
individual instruction. This allows our instructors to present the scientific principles in an age and grade 
appropriate manner. The majority of the time your child will be in camp will be spent in small groups of 3 to 5 
campers grouped by age or grade. Above all, the emphasis in camp is to have fun!  
 
Your child will have so much fun he may deny he was learning! 
 

What ages are appropriate for a Mad Science camp? 
Mad Science camps are open to children in grades 1 through 6. We leave it to the discretion of the parent 
whether to enroll a rising 7th grader. By law, children must be a minimum of 6 years of age prior to the start 
of their Mad Science camp.  
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for registering your child for a Mad 
Science Camp and welcome to the fascinating 

world of hands-on science! 
 

Below is information you may find helpful in preparing for 
your upcoming Mad Science camp. Should you have any 
questions that we have not covered, please feel free to 
contact our office and a Camp Specialist will be happy to 
assist you. 
 
We look forward to seeing your child in camp this summer! 
 



Who is a typical Mad Science camper? 
We usually have a good mix of ages and genders in our camps. Therefore your child will be paired with 
children his age and he will make new friends. All kids have fun at Mad Science, but any activity can be 
more fun if it is shared with a sibling or friend. Please mention our camps to your family, friends and 
neighbors – you just may gain a car pool partner! 
 

What behavioral expectations do you have? 
Mad Science strives at all times to provide fun and safe science activities for all children participating in our 
programs. To fulfill this commitment, we ask that all children enrolled adhere to basic behavioral guidelines. 
Our instructors set clear boundaries and expectations as to appropriate conduct and we will hold all children 
to these expectations. We stress these expectations at the beginning of each day of each program. We ask 
your cooperation should any parent be notified of discipline issues. It is our intention to provide children with, 
not deprive them of, exciting and fun science. It is only when a child interrupts this positive learning 
environment that we would take any action. 
 
Mad Science also has expectations of the parents whose children are enrolled. Only children with a sincere 
interest in our programs and the necessary maturity to handle the time commitment and the social 
interaction of a large group of children should be allowed to enroll. Parents are welcome to observe any 
class and to participate where appropriate. We ask that you limit your participation so that the hands-on 
nature of our programs is preserved. All parents should support the learning process after the camp is 
dismissed. 
 

What if my child does not want to participate in an  activity?   
All our activities are designed to be inclusive and promote teamwork. However, Mad Science realizes we are 
all individuals. Should your child elect not to participate in an activity, we will respect his wishes. Because of 
the nature of our activities and the involvement of our instructors in the learning process, should your child 
wish not to participate, we may not have an alternate activity available. Therefore it is our expectation that 
non-participating campers stay with the group and wait quietly until they are ready to participate again. 
 

What should my child bring/wear to camp? 
Mad Science provides all the equipment and materials for both the in class activities and the take home 
projects. All you need to provide is a child who is ready to have fun!  
 
Children should dress comfortably for that day’s weather. We ask that children not wear open toed shoes to 
a Mad Science camp – especially no flip-flops. Also, as we will be outside on a number of occasions, please 
do not dress your child in any clothes that you do not want to get dirty. You may wish to apply sunscreen or 
insect repellent or send these items with your child. A hat and/or sunglasses may also be useful. 
 
The snack-tivities that are part of each camp day are not a significant amount of food. If your child would 
benefit from some additional calories during the day, please pack additional snack items or beverages. 
Coolers/refrigeration will be available.  
 
Please clearly mark your child’s name on all items he brings to camp. 
 

Do you provide a lunch with the Full Day camp? 
No. You must send a bag lunch with your child. We will provide a mid-morning snack-tivity and a mid-
afternoon snack-tivity along with water. The snack-tivities are not a significant amount of food. If your child 
would benefit from some additional calories during the day, please pack additional snack items or 
beverages. Coolers/refrigeration will be available. Please clearly mark your child’s name on all items. 
 
 
 
 
 



What is the difference between a Half-day and a Ful l-day camp? 
We are offering several camp themes as either a half-day or a full-day camp. The Combo Camp is made up 
of two half-day camps and is thus only a full-day camp.  Half-day camps are typically held from 9AM to 
Noon. Full-day camps are typically held from 9AM to 4PM. 
 
In each version we will present demonstrations and activities that will highlight the scientific principles of 
each theme. The full-day camps allow us to spend more time on certain aspects, go deeper into the material 
and provide additional hands-on activities. 
 
Half-day camps allow children and parents greater flexibility for other pursuits during the day either before or 
after the Mad Science camp. 
 
Should you require a camp that will keep your child for a full working day, please look into the camp 
offerings at the Mad Science Laboratory and several of our host locations. These locations may offer 
additional options such as extended day care or other activities that can be flexible to meet your needs. 
 

What is the camper to instructor ratio? 
Our camper to instructor ratio will never be greater than 15 to 1. Last year the average sized camp was 
about 20 children with two instructors. The minimum number of campers necessary to hold a camp is 12. 
For half-day camps with enrollment of 15 or less, there will be one Mad Science instructor. All full-day camps 
will have a minimum of two instructors. 
 

Who are the Mad Science camp instructors? 
Mad Science instructors tend to be college students pursuing an education or science degree, former/retired 
teachers or teachers on summer break. Most of our instructors have worked for us in our after-school 
programs that we conduct in over 80 area schools. All of our instructors have experience working with large 
groups of elementary-aged children and have undergone an extensive background check. The main 
characteristic that our instructors all share is their love of working with children. 
 

What is your policy for early drop off and late pic k up? 
For most of our camps, Mad Science cannot accommodate early drop off or late pick ups. To ensure our 
instructors are ready to provide your child with an exciting, stimulating and safe day, our doors will open 
promptly at our stated start time. Please do not drop off your child and leave him unattended before the start 
time of camp. Our instructors will not be responsible for your child until the start of the camp day. Our full-
day camps at the Mad Science Laboratory will offer an Extended D ay option  that will increase the camp 
day from 9am – 4pm to 8:30am – 5:30pm. Only those campers previously enrolled in this option will be 
allowed to participate. The late pickup fee (see below) will be charged should your child remain after the end 
of the camp day and is not enrolled in the Extended Day option. 
 
An authorized parent or guardian must be at the cam p site prepared to assume responsibility for 
your child at the stated end time of camp.  We ask that you do not enter the room until the instructors 
dismiss the camp.  The vast majority of our camps end on time. However, to ensure all children complete 
the activities for the day, our camps may run a few minutes long.  Should an authorized parent or guardian 
not be present at the end of camp, Mad Science reserves the right to charge a late pickup fee of $1.00 per 
minute per child beginning 10 minutes after the stated end time of the camp. This late fee must be paid by 
cash or check directly to the Mad Scientist who has supervised your child. Your child cannot return to camp 
until this fee is paid. A second late pickup will result in your child being removed from camp without a refund. 
 
Some of our host locations may provide options such as extended day care (before camp, after camp or 
both) or an additional activities package so that you may add to the Mad Science camp. Such options may 
be listed in the schedule but please directly contact the host locations and secure these arrangements for 
yourself. 
 
 



How do I contact my child/the camp in case of emerg ency? 
Please call our office at 359-1500 and we can get a message to the camp. If you need to pick up your child 
early, please feel free to do so. We will release your child only to a parent or guardian that is authorized to 
pick up your child. You can add authorized persons to your child’s account through our on-line registration 
system, by calling our office or by sending a note to camp with your child. 
 

What is your refund policy? 
For all camp registrations that occur through Mad Science (i.e. our on-line registration system), cancellations 
by you that occur at least 30 days prior to the start of the camp will be subject to a $25 service charge. 
Cancellations requested between 8 and 30 days prior to the start of the camp will be subject to a $50 
service. No refunds will be given for cancellations inside of 8 days prior to the start of the camp. At any time 
prior to the start of a camp, you may transfer your child to another camp or your registration to another child 
with no service charge. 
 
If we do not get sufficient enrollment to hold the camp, Mad Science will make every effort to provide 
alternative camp locations or you will be offered the option of a full refund.  
 
Should your child be removed from a camp due to behavioral issues or consistent late pick ups, there will be 
no refund. 
 
Since Mad Science is offered at a number of host locations, their refund policy may be different than ours. In 
these instances, Mad Science will adhere to the host location’s refund policy. Please check with your 
location for their specific refund policy. 
 

I am not familiar with the camp location, how do I find out where it is 
located? 
All our locations have been carefully chosen to be easy to get to and convenient to find. Most are very close 
to the major highways in the Greater Richmond area so they should be no more than 15 minutes travel time 
for the majority of the population. Our website (www.MadScienceCamps.com) has links to all our camp 
locations on one convenient page. Under “Camps” on the sidebar, click on “Camp Locations”. Also, in our 
on-line registration system, you will find a “Map” button for each location. Clicking this will take you to a 
Mapquest map for that location. Should the location not be in our on-line registration system, the camp 
schedule should have the location’s phone number. 

 

Can I sign my child up for more than one camp? 
Yes – in fact, we encourage it. Each camp is completely different so your child can enjoy them all without 
repeating activities.  Last year, many children initially registered for only one camp. After they discovered 
how much they enjoyed our activities, they attempted to register for additional camps. Due to the popularity 
of many of our themes and weeks, several children were disappointed when the additional camps were 
already sold out. Take our word for it – your child will love all our camps! Save yourself the trouble and 
register for all of them! 
 

Our Birthday Parties were voted 
��� �� �� �� ���������� �� �������������	��������	��������	��������	�� in Richmond����

five years in a row! 
Ask about our In-Class Workshops, After-School Science Clubs, 

Spectacular Shows and Special Events and Pre-School Programming 
 

The Lab is now open in Innsbrook to 
host your birthday party! 
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Program ID Dates Times 

   

 
A Mad Science program can refer to any or all of the following: after-school programs whether administered by Mad Science, your 
child’s school or a third party provider of children’s activities; in-class workshops whether for school-aged or pre-school students; scout 
workshops; camps; school holiday mini-camps; shows, assemblies or other entertainment events; or birthday parties.  
 
Mad Science strives at all times to provide fun and safe science activities for all children participating in our camps. To fulfill this 
commitment, we ask that all children enrolled adhere to basic behavioral guidelines. Our instructors set clear boundaries and 
expectations as to appropriate conduct and we will hold all students to these expectations. We ask your cooperation should any parent 
be notified of discipline problems. It is our intention to provide children with, not deprive them of, exciting and fun science. It is only 
when a child interrupts this positive learning environment that we would take any such action. If necessary, Mad Science may ask that 
your child be removed from the Mad Science program. In such a case, any refund would be at the sole discretion of Mad Science. 
 
Mad Science also has expectations of the parents whose children are enrolled in our programs. Only children with a sincere interest in 
our programs and the necessary maturity to handle this environment and these learning activities should participate. An approved 
guardian must pick up children promptly at the dismissal of the program. Parents are welcome to observe any class and to participate 
where appropriate. All parents should support the learning process after the Mad Science program is dismissed. 
 
There is an element of risk inherent in participating in the scientific process and handling scientific materials and equipment. We at Mad 
Science of Central VA take every precaution to ensure the safety of our participants and staff. It is important for children and their 
parents to understand that if used improperly, and/or without instructor supervision, certain equipment and materials can be dangerous 
and could result in severe injury or death. 
 
Please read carefully and sign below:  
 
·  I am the parent or legal guardian of the below named child. 
·  I understand that failure to abide by the policies and guidelines as outlined by my child’s instructor may result in the revocation of 

my child’s enrollment and the forfeiture of any and all funds. Further, I understand that damage to equipment and/or the facility due 
to reckless acts and/or deliberate indifference by my child will be my financial responsibility. 

·  I certify that my child is physically able to participate in all Mad Science activities.  
·  In the event that I cannot be contacted, I hereby fully authorize WhizKidz, Inc. T/A Mad Science of Central VA and its employees 

and/or representatives and any medical personnel, hospital and/or physician to give any medical attention to my child. 
·  Pursuant to Virginia Code 63.2-1715 regarding licensing of child day programs, I realize my child is free to enter and leave the 

premises without permission or supervision. Further, I certify that the below named child is age 6 or older prior to the 
commencement of the Mad Science program.  

·  I understand that Mad Science is not responsible for my child before or after the stated program times. I understand that WhizKidz, 
Inc. T/A Mad Science of Central VA reserves the right to charge a late pickup fee of $1.00 per minute per child beginning 10 
minutes after the stated end time of the program. I agree to pay this fee immediately to the Mad Science instructor should such 
charge be required. I understand that my child will not be allowed to return to the program until such fee is paid in full. 

·  I hereby release and agree to indemnify and hold harmless The Mad Science Group (a division of 2946033 Canada Inc.), 
WhizKidz, Inc. T/A Mad Science of Central VA, its principals, officers, employees, agents and representatives, from any and all 
claims of any nature for injury or loss that may result from such participation, preparation for such participation or spectatorship of 
any and all activities and preparations. 

·  I agree that WhizKidz, Inc. T/A Mad Science of Central VA assumes no responsibility for injuries or losses caused by situations or 
inappropriate behavior beyond their control. 

·  I fully consent to allow WhizKidz, Inc. T/A Mad Science of Central VA, its principals, officers, employees, agents and 
representatives to use any media, including but not limited to film and electronic photography or video, taken during this program 
for any and all purposes to include publicity. 

·  I fully consent to allow WhizKidz, Inc. T/A Mad Science of Central VA to provide program information, including for marketing 
purposes, via any contact information (such as email address, home address and/or phone number(s)) that I have provided. 

 
With my full knowledge and consent, I expressly giv e my child permission to attend this program. 
 
 
Child’s full name (please print):        Date:    

 
Parent or Legal Guardian’s full name (please print):          
 

Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian:           


