pupIIC SCNOOIS and some area
homeschoolers, SFM brought in
the Mad Science program from
Des Moines. About 20 residents
and around 60 children enjoyed
learning about science in a hands-
on setting.

Sharry McDonald, fifth-grade
science teacher at Grinnell, saw
the day as a great way to bring
together the youth and the elderly.
“We've really been working on
community,” McDonald said.

Birkel, president, owner and chief
scientist of Mad Science. “This is
our first intergenerational show, but
anytime you can do something like
this, it’s fun.”
“I've never seen anything
like this,” said Ruth Gause,
SFM resident. “The toilet paper
experiment was something else.”
For Birkel and his staff, the
opportunity to bring science, youth,
education and the new element of
elderly people, presented a fun
and rewarding day.

One might say it is the fine balance
of social elements, education and
experimentation.

“The residents and children
really enjoyed this program,”
Schrack said. ‘| feel any program
that involves kids and the elderly is
a win/win situation.”

Blooming with activity

Even though the flowers hadn’t
peaked out of the ground and
the leaves still weren’t budding,
residents and staff of the

Continued on page 2.



