the Montreal-based international
franchise designed to bring a
well-structured, entertaining,
alternative form of science educa-
tion to central Iowa. Kids’ birthday
parties, school assemblies, and
special programs and events are all
fair game for Mad Science
programs.

Geared to children ages 3 to 12,
the program aims to help nurture a
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opportunities for participants to
make things, a ride on a hover craft
and some nifty explosions — all
presented with a dose of fun, safety
and humor.

Johnston resident Vicki Sel-
inger, PTO co-president at Beaver
Creek Elementary School, recently
hired Mad Science to perform at a
student assembly and was pleased
with the results.

what he does,” said Jennifer Perry,
public relations manager at the
hospital. “We had such a wide
range in ages in our audience, and
everyone loved it.”

While launching a new business
endeavor is stressful, Birkel said
the pleasure he feels in his new line
of work has only enriched his life.

“My antacid consumption has
decreased by 80 percent,” he joked.

~ components in the
- presentation.
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“And on Sundays, when I think
about going to work the next day,
I just feel how beautiful it will be to
get up and go.

“I really hope to help kids reach
their potential with science without
shying away from it,” he said.



